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1. General matters & Attendance   

General information about the meeting 

The FIDE Congress Arbiters’ Commission Meeting was held on 2nd August 2022 from 09:05 to 11:05 

(local time) in the Royal Ball Room, Leela Palace Hotel in Chennai, and on the official FIDE Zoom 

Platform. 

There were about 100 participants on site, and about 130 participants on Zoom who attended the 

meeting: FIDE President Mr. Arkady Dvorkovich, FIDE Council Members, Delegates, Commission 

Members, Representatives of National and Continental Arbiters’ Councils, etc. 

 

Participants – members of Arbiters` Commission:  

Fourteen of the twenty members of the ARB Commission attended the meeting. 

Name Attendance 

Freyd, Laurent Present 

Baralic, Nebojsa Present 

Nikolopoulos, Panagiotis Present 

Bayat, Shohreh Present 

Semenova, Irina Present 

Mohamed, Mohamed Abdulla - 

Plotinsky, Leandro Present (Zoom) 

Salama, Omar Present 

Chan, Kwai Keong Present 

Han, Yajun Present (Zoom) 

Marghetis, Aris Present (Zoom) 

McFarlane, Alex H Present 

Popova, Natalija - 

Prokopova, Jirina Present (Zoom) 

Rathinam, Anantharam Present  

Rich, Tony - 

Rustamov, Lutfiyar - 

Tkachev, Alexander - 

Waithe, Rohan Present (Zoom) 

Wolter, Jens - 

http://ratings.fide.com/card.phtml?event=620700
http://ratings.fide.com/card.phtml?event=931012
http://ratings.fide.com/card.phtml?event=4226070
http://ratings.fide.com/card.phtml?event=12501018
http://ratings.fide.com/card.phtml?event=14201437
http://ratings.fide.com/card.phtml?event=16100107
http://ratings.fide.com/card.phtml?event=106542
http://ratings.fide.com/card.phtml?event=10601279
http://ratings.fide.com/card.phtml?event=6000991
https://ratings.fide.com/profile/8609756
https://ratings.fide.com/profile/2611058
http://ratings.fide.com/card.phtml?event=2403102
http://ratings.fide.com/card.phtml?event=13500295
http://ratings.fide.com/card.phtml?event=337994
http://ratings.fide.com/card.phtml?event=25016148
http://ratings.fide.com/card.phtml?event=2050315
http://ratings.fide.com/card.phtml?event=13401203
http://ratings.fide.com/card.phtml?event=4158598
https://ratings.fide.com/profile/11101695
https://ratings.fide.com/profile/4698185
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Other Participants: (see Appendix A for the full list) 
 

Note: The Director of the 44th Olympiad and the General Secretary of the All Indian Chess Federation 

Mr. Bharat Singh visited the meeting. He addressed the audience, wished a successful meeting and 

said that the organizers had done everything to make the arbiters feel comfortable and have all the 

necessary conditions to work in Chennai. 
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2. Agenda 

The Chairman Laurent Freyd presented the agenda for the meeting:  

1. Introduction words 

2. Obituary 

3. ARB Commission Activities (informative Report) 

4. FIDE Arbiters’ Awards 

5. Test of arbiters 

6. Future of arbiter titles 

6.1.Proposal from National Chess Federation of the Philippines (FIDE Regulations for the Titles 

of Arbiters B06.1 – art. 2.7.1) 

6.2. Proposal from National Chess Federation of the Philippines (B06.1 – art. 2.6.2 and art 3.11) 

7. Miscellaneous 

3. Introduction and Opening Words 

3.1. Introductory word by FIDE President Arkady Dvorkovich 

The FIDE President Arkady Dvorkovich welcomed all participants to 

the FIDE Congress in Chennai and pointed out that he was glad to 

see so many people present at the ARB meeting. He said that the 

ARB Commission was very important for the FIDE, for keeping the 

integrity of whole system of FIDE Tournaments. He also thanked 

everyone who worked on the development of the arbiters’ system, and 

new Regulations, as well as for their work on major and other FIDE 

tournaments, organizing seminars, etc. He specifically mentioned 

Online tournaments and the Regulations for Online tournaments. 

The FIDE President discussed the vision of FIDE and the ARB Commission, the development of the 

arbiters’ sector, a stable system of titles and categories, the importance of organizing training of arbiters, 

equal representation of arbiters from all continents and federations and gender, etc. He insisted on the 

need for continents to align their working system on the selection of arbiters in official events; the design 

of an efficient system of evaluation of arbiters and the organisation of independent exams for arbiters. 

Once again, he thanked everyone for their attention and participation in the ARB meeting and he wished 

a successful meeting and reiterated his willingness to get involved in the consideration of the most 

important issues in the area of activity of the Arbiters Commission. 

3.2. Introductory word by ARB Honorary Chairman Takis Nikolopoulos 

The Honorary Chairman Takis Nikolopoulos welcomed all participants 

and mentioned that we had an opportunity to meet again after 4 years. 

He thanked the whole ARB Team for their excellent and hard work 

during the very difficult Covid period. Progress had been made in many 

fields and we had a lot of work to do in the future. He encouraged all 

arbiters to work together to achieve those goals. 

He specifically emphasized the hard work on reviewing the title 

application, preparing the Arbiters’ Manual, work of the Educational team and administrative work as 

well. He added that the number of arbiters had suddenly increased to more than 16000. It meant that a 

lot of people had interest in being an arbiter, and it was not possible to make all those people happy 

with their positions. The commission wanted to listen to everyone, but it could not agree with all 

proposals and personal wishes. There were experts intrigued to finding the best solutions for all arbiters. 

He ended his speech by saying that he was very optimistic about the commission's work. 

https://arbiters.fide.com/wp-content/uploads/Regulations/Proposal-to-FIDE-Congress-re-Arbiters-Reg-2_7_1.pdf
https://arbiters.fide.com/wp-content/uploads/Regulations/Proposal-to-FIDE-Congress-re-Arbiters-Reg-3_11.pdf
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3.3. Introductory word by ARB Chairman Laurent Freyd 

The Chairman Laurent Freyd welcomed all participants, thanking them 

for joining the morning early in the morning and saluted the All India 

Chess Federation for hosting the Olympiad and FIDE Congress in 

Chennai, providing a welcome atmosphere to all participants. He also 

mentioned the pleasure of being hosted in India for the first congress 

commission meeting of the mandate. 

The Chairman highlighted the “gens una sumus” spirit that reigned in 

the team, as members of the commission volunteered so much of their 

time and passion for the development of the ARB. Also, the FIDE 

Lecturers were recognised for their constant involvement when they are invited by the commission. 

The Chairman emphasized that changes in regulations are never thought to deprive colleagues from 

what they previously achieved; to the contrary, new changes are meant to bring opportunities, when it 

doesn’t go against quality. As an illustration, the new regulations for arbiters now allow 1 FA or IA norm 

for 25 players in a tournament, while it was previously 1 for 50. In any case, federations are consulted 

before a significant change is submitted for a vote by the FIDE Council. 

The next highlight about strengthening the foundations of the commission was on training and quality, 

reducing the variability among exams, which are for now still made individually by each lecturer. The 

Chairman echoed the words of the FIDE President to target centralised exams as the next step of 

development and ability for lecturers to focus on teaching. 

The Chairman then reminded the audience about the new processes implemented during the mandate: 

- The Lecturer Training Programme, which is a way to build a community of lecturers who are 

together more responsible of their “professional development” and stronger when they work 

together as a real community. 

- The selection of arbiters for World events (panels), bringing a global data driven view on the 

process, through an open call of interest, concepts of rotation, gender and geographical 

representation. As an illustration for the Olympiad alone, the number of federations represented 

in Chennai that were neither present in Batumi nor Baku was 19, for a total of 149 federations 

represented among the last 3 Olympiads. 

- Panels of arbiters should not be limited to be a list of names, but contribute to the development 

of the sector. Online sessions were already organised with the members of the green panel to 

work together on open questions like the role and duties of arbiters in tournaments. That will be 

a foundation for the design of a proper evaluation system. 

- New training offers were proposed, adapting to the context: Online and Hybrid seminars saw 2 

arbiters per federation sponsored by the FIDE development fund, as part of a capacity building 

strategy; a new concept of training, to better prepare the team for the Olympiad was organised 

in the past week and should be made a standard for the future. IA seminars and refresher 

courses are coming next. 

- A training portal was introduced, which onboarded already 2000 colleagues and the ambition is 

that the system becomes the reference to find training resources for arbiters. 

Before concluding, the Chairman emphasized on Team Play. Whether it is by being a development 

actor supporting federations in need for their national curriculum or through cross commission work, 

collaboration with other actors is key and the ARB always tries to have a global view for a healthy 

development of the sector. 
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3.4. Introductory word by ARB Secretary Nebojsa Baralic 

The Secretary Nebojsa Baralic welcomed and thanked all participants 

for their participation. After that, he shortly mentioned all aspects and 

topics of the Arbiter Commission's work. He spoke about his personal 

experiences in the work and he presented numerous statistical data on 

the number of commission meetings and other processes. The 

Commission organized over 100 different meetings in last 3,5 years 

(ARB Monthly meetings, Councillors meetings, Education Team 

meetings, Titles Team meetings, Manuel Team meetings, cross 

Commissions meetings, individual meetings, etc.). This was the best 

indicator that the ARB Commission had been working as a team and that 

almost all members had been involved in Commissions’ work.  

Special part of his speech was dedicated to the new Regulations and the process of their preparation. 

It was the teamwork of all members of the Arbiters’ Commission, FIDE officials, other FIDE 

Commissions and all Federations. After numerous consultations, meetings, and feedback from the 

Federations, the new Regulations were accepted. The FIDE Council approved the new Regulations, 

and they have been valid from 1st July 2022. 

After that, he spoke about other administrative processes, and he thanked the Chairman Laurent Freyd. 

Thanks to several software, tools and databases, administrative work is now much easier than in the 

beginning. He pointed out that the goal was to automate the licensing process in the future with the 

help of the FIDE IT office. Also, he mentioned that the ARB Website was a very important tool in work 

of the ARB and everyone could find all-important information there. The new ARB website was moved 

online on August 18th, 2020, and all posts and information were transferred from the old website (nearly 

1200 posts at that time).  

At the end of his speech, he mentioned that the ARB Commission is in service for arbiters all over the 

world, for all national arbiters’ commissions and federations. He added that the ARB Commission is in 

charge of respecting all FIDE regulations, Arbiters’ Regulations, and it is determined to make progress 

every day. Step by step! 

4. Obituary 

The Secretary of the Arbiters’ Commission Nebojsa Baralic was in charge for the “In memoriam” part. 

Unfortunately, the list “In memoriam” included the names of 17 International Arbiters who passed away 

after the 92nd FIDE Online Congress 2021. He added that this was a sad part but very important for 

ARB Commission, and that they deserved to have their names mentioned here. 

He read all the names of the deceased arbiters and asked everyone to take a few moments to think 

about them before moving on to other topics. 

Title Name FED  Title Name FED 

IA Cristina, Rui Alberto ANG  IA Vulanovic, Branko MNE 

IA Thomas, Alan AUS  IA Salamonsen, Sigmund NOR 

IA Bazaj, Ivan CRO  IA Penzina, Vera RUS 

IA Juras, Zvonko CRO  IA Malinsky, David UKR 

IA Maricic, Djuradj CRO  IA Varitski, Igor UKR 

IA Abdel Aziem, Ramadan EGY  IA Clark, Wayne USA 

IA El Olimy, Ahmed Mohamed EGY  IA Lieberman, Myron USA 

IA Csom, Istvan HUN  IA Mirzaakhmedov, Andreyan UZB 

IA Kallai, Gabor HUN     
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5. ARB Commission Activities (informative Report) 

5.1. Education Sector  

As the leader of the ARB Education Sector, Alex McFarlane talked about 

this very important area. He confirmed everything that Chairman Laurent 

Freyd said before, and added that Education Team would continue the 

progress with all topics: standardizing exams for FA Seminars, starting the 

Refresher Courses and IA Seminars, improving standard of arbiters, etc. 

About the new project in education of arbiters, 

World Event Preparation, were explained by 

Councillor Omar Salama. He reminded everyone 

that ARB Commission decided to start with 

preparation of arbiters before the big FIDE events. This project was initially 

about to start before the 2020 Olympiad, but due to Covid, this program was 

being implemented for the first time in Chennai. After the arbiters team for the 

Olympiad was formed, three arbiters’ training sessions were organized, two 

online and one in the playing hall in Chennai, one day before the start the 

tournament. The last meeting consisted of several particularly useful parts. 

First, all arbiters in the plenary session were introduced to the most important 

details related to the duties of the arbiters, and then each sector arbiter continued the preparation with 

his team in separate sessions.  

Finally, he added that this project would continue in the future, before all big FIDE events. 

The Chairman of the Arbiters’ Commission Laurent Freyd added that Omar Salama designed this 

project in a way that was well fitted with the needs and that it was a very useful project for the preparation 

of arbiters. He thanked Omar for his hard work. 

5.2. Arbiters’ Manual 

The Councillor of the Arbiters’ Commission and the leader of the Arbiters 

Manual Team Shohreh Bayat spoke about Arbiters’ Manual. She mentioned 

that this job started many years ago by the previous Arbiters’ Commission and 

the Arbiters’ Manual had been a great tool for all arbiters around the world. 

She thanked all contributors who helped in that progress. 

After that, she spoke about how the Manual was improved. We started with a 

call of interest and collected many proposals from our colleagues, federations, 

and other commissions. There was a big team working on Manual’s regular 

updates.  

The new edition of the Manual was updated with: 

- B01 – International Title Regulations (effective form 1st January 2022) 

- B02 – FIDE Rating Regulations (effective from 1st January 2022) 

- B02 – FIDE Rapid and Blitz Rating Regulations (effective from 1st January 2022) 

- B06 – FIDE Regulations for Arbiters (effective form 1st July 2021) 

- Forms update (IA1, IA2, IA3, FA1, FA2) 

Chapter B06 contained updated regulations for Titles (B06.1), Training (B06.2), Classification (B06.3) 

and a new chapter on the Selection of Arbiters in World Events (B06.4). 
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The Arbitrators Manual was a good example of cross-commission cooperation: Rules Commission, 

Qualification Commission, Fair play Commission, Technical Commission participated in its 

development. 

She added that the Arbiters’ Commission would continue to work on Arbiters’ Manual and she invited 

all arbiters to participate in this process and make Arbiters’ Manual better. 

5.3. Titles Sector 

The Secretary of the Arbiters’ Commission Nebojsa Baralic spoke about the Titles team activities lately, 

between the two FIDE Council meetings. He mentioned that the leader of the ARB Titles Team, member 

of the ARB Commission, Jens Wolter was not available to come in Chennai and he thanked him for 

great and hard work on this topic. 

He informed the audience that ARB Title Teams reviewed 187 applications for the 2nd FIDE Council.  

Large number of applications (52) had administrative gaps that we tried to correct. In cooperation with 

federations, we fixed 34 of 52. The rest of them (18) were postponed to the 3rd FIDE Council, they were 

not rejected.  

He also reminded everyone present that the Arbiters' Commission organized a webinar and that the 

recording has still been available on the Internet. He asked everyone present to inform their rating 

administrators to watch that webinar again and that if they had any questions, they should have feel 

free to contact the Commission and we would help them. 

The Chairman of the Arbiters’ Commission Laurent Freyd clarified the titles reviewing process and 

spoke about plans for the future, how to improve this process so it can easier for all actors. After that, 

he informed participants that the number of license requests and for the organization of seminars was 

approximately similar before the Covid pandemic. In addition, an interesting information was that the 

number of applications for female arbiters' licenses has currently been 20% instead of 15% before the 

Covid, which was an encouraging message.  

Then, there were a few questions and suggestions from the participants about the title applications. 

6. FIDE Arbiters’ Awards 

The Secretary of the Arbiters’ Commission Nebojsa Baralic announced the nominees of the 2022 FIDE 
Arbiters’ Awards. The proposal of the Arbiters’ Commission was to send it to the FIDE Council for the 
final approval. The Awards would be sent to their federations after the end of the Congress. 

The list of nominees’ arbiters:  

FIDE ID ARBITER'S NAME FED TITLE IA DATE 

10607846 Khaled, Hassan EGY IA 1984 

923281 Suhartovic, Branislav SRB IA 1985 

25018574 Tiwari, Rade Shyam IND IA 1985 

5800242 Leong, Ignatius SGP IA 1979 

24104108 Ostashevsky, Gennady RUS IA 1980 

3401316 Berti Contreras, Lorenginis CHI IA 1984 

2128918 Barriquello Calleros, Carlos A BRA IA 1987 

6308678 Arvit, Ismet TUR IA 1982 
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7. Test of arbiters 

The Chairman of the Arbiters’ Commission Laurent Freyd explained this item and its importance for the 

process of understanding the level of arbiters’ skills, expectations for the FIDE arbiters’ exam and for 

the International arbiters’ exam. The idea was to make the test for the Olympiad arbiters which covered 

various technical topics (Arbiters’ knowledge, English, etc.). Then we should have used the results to 

better understand the general level of skills for FA and IA on a panel of about 200 colleagues. As using 

colleagues as “test sample” for the commission could be a sensitive subject, we had decided not to 

make such an evaluation before hearing the opinion of the arbiters’ community during this meeting.  

There was a discussion about this topic and participants had many suggestions. There was a global 

consensus that such an initiative would not be a personal test, but rather anonymous, to give proper 

measurements to the ARB without putting titled colleagues in an uncomfortable position. 

8.  Future of arbiter titles 

The Chairman of the Arbiters’ Commission Laurent Freyd informed everyone present that the Arbiters’ 

Commission received two proposals from the National Chess Federation of the Philippines. He asked 

Mr. Abundo Casto to present the proposals. 

The delegate from the Philippines, Mr. Casto Abundo, skipped the first proposal and directly spoke 

about their second proposal (Proposal-to-FIDE-Congress-re-Arbiters-Reg-3_11.pdf). He mentioned the 

differences in the possibilities of organizing chess events with participants from more than one 

federation between continents and federations. He added that the current articles (2.6.2 and 3.11) in 

the Regulations were acceptable for Europe, but not for Africa, America and Asia. 

Various participants in the audience gave their opinion about using tournaments with a single federation 

represented and there was a global consensus that the FIDE Arbiter title should be considered 

“developmental” while a higher level of quality and expectations should be reserved to the International 

Arbiter title. 

It was decided to support lowering the expectations for FIDE Arbiters to the FIDE Council. 

9. Miscellaneous 

Due to the meeting running out of time, no other topics were discussed during the meeting. 

 

Finally, the Chairman Laurent Freyd thanked all participants of the meeting, especially the ARB team 

and those who participated in the presentations. He also wished everyone good health and hoped to 

see them soon again.  

GENS UNA SUMUS! 

The meeting was closed at 11:05. 
 
 
Chairman ARB Commission     Secretary ARB Commission 

Laurent Freyd       Nebojsa Baralic 
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FIDE ZOOM Platform 

Name (Original Name) 

ZIM IA  Murimi Simbarashe ZIM IA SIMBARASHE MURIMI 

Vasanth B H 

Nguyen Thi Anh Thu VIE 

Leonard Mbwana 

SSENINGTON WEB 

Narendra Shrimali 

ARB host 

Vujacic Igor 

Royal Ball Room 

Carlos Calleros 

iPhone 

VIGNESH 

Dell 

NCA - Norlan Gaitán (Norlan Gaitán) 

Gennady Rakhvalov (FIDE IT) 

AUS- NA Casey Goh (Casey Goh) 

keong 

IA Keong Ang - NZL (IA Keong Ang) 

Patrick Lee 

RSA IA Gunther van den Bergh (Gunther van den Bergh) 

Tomek 

MAS - KAMARUZAMAN# NORAZWAN 

Najla Krifa 

Chris Bird 

IA Patrick Lee 

Michael Joseph Pagaran 

Yajun Han 

IA Juergen Klueners - GER (Jürgen Klüners) 

Josef Håkanson (Josef H/VSF) 

Kavitha JE FA (Lmchess) 

Aishwarya Sinha 

IA Marin Collaku - ALB (Marin Collaku) 

Arno Eliens 

IA Peter Tsai - AUS (Peter) 

Aris Marghetis 

FA Andre Harding USA (Andre Harding) 

IA Lara Barnes ENG 

Noel Grima IA (MLT) (Noel) 

Rohan Waithe IA- BAR (Rohan Waithe) 

Mark Bryan 

Pape Samba Thiam 

Royal Ball Room 2 

Colm Ó Muireagáin 

IA David Sedgwick - ENG (David Sedgwick) 

Ellie Emira Syamimi (Syamimi) 

Leandro Plotinsky 
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Kavitha JE FA (Little Master) 

IA Shenvi Nitin 

Ana Srebrnic phone 

ROU Dinu-Ioan Nicula 

Rebeca Jiménez Artavia 

Arild Rimestad 

Taba Anam 

Alex Holowczak 

Omar Shah 

Ana Srebrnič 

Ronel Piek 

Nebojsa Baralic 

K.R.Seshadri 

Oyunchimeg Genden 

(BAR) - Kelvin Daniel IA ((BAR) - Kelvin Daniel LCA) 

Venkatesan A N 

Stephen Kisuze# IA Sector 4 

Ying Wang (NZL) 

Nguyen Thi Anh Thu VIE (Quach Phuong Minh - 
RoyalChess) 

Martha Underwood 

IND IA Ravichandran.V 

Yang kun (17870) 

arun sing 

iPhone 13 

Pape  Samba Thiam 

Mwaka Emmanuel (UCF) 

Carolina 

AUS - IA Alana Chibnall (ARB - IA Alana Chibnall) 

Alexandre Lima 

FA Christine namaganda (christine namaganda) 

Ravikesh Prasad 

YG 

Jose’s iPhone 

IA Ganesh Babu S- IND 

Vighnesh Balakrishnan 

IA M Arun Singh India 

Manickavasakam Vijayakuomar 

Laurent Freyd 

Christella Rugabira 

Ashesh Keni 

Bhuvanaa sai L R 

IA SRIVATSAN R# INDIA 

FA EBONGUE (CMR) 

IA Calleros# Carlos 

Kisakye Rebecca 

Jayant Kumar Bhuyan# 

Sharma RD# IND 

Vincent Masole 

Zoom user 

Joanna Prokopova 
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RSA - Ferreira# Marius 

Kelvin Wee 

MANGESH GAMBHIRE 

Chess.Sur 

atkinson 

Andra Cimina LAT 

Otto 

Joseph Kunda-Mofya 

Rajendra Shidore 

Kelvin 

Vinita Shrotri 

Arbiter-Varun Kumar 

Sundar Rajan R 

Samsung SM-A536E 

Vishal Kumar Minz 

Asaad Tawfeeq 

selatela khiba 

Gavin 

Walid Fermas 

SAKTHI PRABHAKAR B 

IA Ismail Caliskan (TUR) (İsmail Çalışkan) 

Ellie Emira Syamimi 

IA Arbind Kumar Singh 

SSENINGTON 

Rakhi Agrawal Patil (Rakhi Agrawal) 

Dejen 

Ftu34 

Jostna Saripalli 

Fabrice Tur 

Olivia Madhavan 

IA Ben de Winnaar RSA (Ben de Winnaar) 

Vijayaraghavan V 

Manjunatha M 

Sava 

IA Ogbonnaya Obinna NGR 

Ntagasigumwami Deo 

ocieant mudima 

Jamie Kenmure 

IA Ogbonnaya Obinna NGR (Coach Obinna) 

FA John  Solarays# GHA 

Mwalimu Ambani 

Noel Grima IA (MLT) 

FA Christine namaganda 

 


